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BEAUTIES AND PECULIARITIES OF SOME
HOMES IN THE NATIONAL CAPITAL.

A CITY OF BROAD STREETS WITH ROOM FOR FINE

PWELLINGS—THE ADVANTAGES OF HAVING
MORE THAN OXNE FACADE-WIAT has
BEEN  DONXE  WITH B IN
WASHINGTON PTILITY AND

ARCHITECTURAL  CHARM
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TOUSE OF MR, W, J BOARDMAN,

city of importance in America without it= De- ] visias,
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tural physiognomy. | reference has heen m
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ahsence of uniformity to
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Boston has it, 80 has Philadelphia, 80 even has | virtues to which the ey
Chicage and man) other Western town: and | a gencral way and without pat over
Washington has -iking measure, | character of this or that departure jree
1t is the more rems N CRSE E dent. One strolls up one avenus and Vil
southern city, bee -Colontal char- | other with 8 conselousness that there ls plenty of
acterlstics which m + pluece have sky overhend, that the horizon is ia ken not by
:ong since retired into th und, and for | a contlnuous line of monotonous masanry, hat oy
years a nondegoript style ture reigned | houses placad apart from each other and it
in thelr place. But some t lecn Years ago surh an {rregularity of  roof  and
Washington began o feel ects of & kind | ehimney lnes that, for a  certain  Eense
of having all the breathing space needed,
one feels as  thoukh Washington wora
a suburban town. re le e, a great
den! of artual Fuburbas hitecture here. The
biz Colonlal mansion of Scnator Hale, at the
corner of K and Sixteenth st
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and never seems out of place, Partly this is du
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with ample space on all four #ldes of his r

or at least on two or
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vidual lnes and made so ndmirable In tself that
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it simply adds ons mora not
gencral effect of variety and personil tists Tl
only fixed law seems to Le that the taste slould
be good. If the domestic architeciure if Washing-
ton were to be summed ug the nrchil-
tecture of the last ten or fAfteen At would
he described ms pre-eminently refl One -
dustrions architest, it e true, has bullt a timbes
of pecultarly inartletic housce and flung U
hrandeast over the clty, heslides tilling ane on
black with the product of His labors, but these
bulldings are exceptional, Sinoe th H, 1.
Richardson built the Anderson h on the
gnutheast onrner of X and Sixtesnth ste, there
have been & tacll agreement among
jers and architects that  they 1
not  excecd A definite measure of e it
and elmpliclty It would seem  that 3
worked together i more ways than one jo
ardeon built the Anderson house In 1882, as i
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RENATOR HALE'S HOUSE.

hoods, as in Massachusetts-ave and about Du-
pont Circle, In which many of the faxhlonable
householdens have pitched thelr tents, 1tls, nevers
theless, poseible to find meres and acres of build-
ing sites scattered all over the northwest
tlon of the elty upon which & man can bulld with-
out lusing caste. In New-York the fashlonable
arcw 1s so small that land sells ata fabulous pric
per front foot. In Washington there ave so many
avallable and even hlghly desirable that
they are not at all extravagant In value and the
house-bullder can afford to buy land enopgh for

ery secs

giles

hie home, with some to spare. Privileges are
given to him aleo which he cunnot have In most
large cltles. He can with lmupunity onrry pro-

Jections from his house beyund the bullding lne,
constructing bay windows and porches with an
indifference to his nelghbor's lght that In New-
York would keep the lawyers busy every working
day of the year. It i sald, Indeed, that the clas-
ticlty of the Washington law on this polnt 18
appreciated to the last degroe, Azaln and again
an owner posscssing all the depth back of the
bullding line that he could pogsiply demand wiil
insist upom his privilege se though in sheer de-
light at inslsting, and there is a case on record

oather material in the Warder palace, on H-st,

but that was because he was bullding o puace

and he needed stone for the propey expression af
his jdeas.  Hroadly speaklng, there are more
homea than palaces heré, and the use «of
brick in #0 many ©f the houses hus Intensl-
fied this domestic ¢ffect, as It might e o ol hedd
That Is to say, the lrs feeline inspired by the
fe+ brick housen In Was? ton is that they
must be pleasant places to lve in, that thetr
greypants must tuke comfart in thelr homes,

(ine of the most dellg s {8 one be-
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. e The arch I8 pemeilmes of stone, but
mare often hetek is the material, and its warm |
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‘ or American eltles, Simething in !
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Is where the Ingenuity of the designers became
most Interesting,  From the hall on which the
dressing-rooms open a second flight of steps
Is gained, and these are carried up, Independ-
ently of the first flight, to the main hall afore-
gald, Thus the movement on each of the two
staireases (8 In one unchanging direction.  Visi-
| tors go dawn the first, leave thelr wraps in the
dressing-rooms below, take the second flight of
steps up to the maln hall, and all this time the
stalrcase golng from the vestibule to
the main hall, which would be the obvious stair

stratgnt

|
|
o
on special oo

* ordinary use; {5 relieved from the pressure

ve. In addition, no one Bas

had to flit, portentous an winter cloaks and
| galoches, across the hall and past crowded
druwing-rooma. As the solut on of a definlte
| problom of social ilfe, this entrance plan must
appeal 1o any one, bt 10 an architect it is a
| thing of pure gold, There 13 no dhillculty so
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grent as that of making the entrance to a house

more than & mere aperture in the wall, and
| architects rack their brains as to where thelr
entrance hall shall leave off and their main
hall begin., As for such a convenlent method
of galning and leaving the dressing-rooms as
the Boardman house ([lusgtrate=, one may Htu-l}'

& thousand plans and never find its rival,

1jue i the Hoardman house redirects at-
tention to a polnt to which allusion has already
been made,  The la In fMawless taste,
That 18 & tribute wh t5 constantly inspired
to pay to the domestic architecture of Washing-
ton, and if the rewder will stop to constder how
rarely (bt can be pald to the dwellings of a whole

ussion

city He will appreciate more keenly Just what It
meana upon the present occasion.  Mr Board-
man’'s house s one of great dignity, o sim-
pie. that, without noy vines clambering over its

tawny surfices, without the blinds that are nec-
1 to the

sgpary In the = time, it s =eyvore
point of austerity, Hut the dw
Impressgive wWith sow ithn

f the swelllng b n

wall running from the house back to the eshman's
alley I8 seen to be broken in several places, as by
depressionsof say ten inches orafoot. The brokesl
spaces are perhaps twenty-four inches in width,
They are filled with iron grilles, the gateway at
the end of the wall i= handled in the same tactful
way,and without any pretence a most prosalcdes
ta’l in the scheme of the house s made perma-
nently beautiful, In another case the house of Mr,
Tuckerman, at Sixteenth and I sts., il_provilhd
with a conslderable garden on its southern side,
which Is not the glde of the street faced by the
dweliing. The architects had the audacity te
treat the rear fagade somewhat as they treated
the front one, and the gnod resulis of their daring
are visible at once  The house 1ifts {teelf above
the green Inclosure In the heart of Washington,
arnid atr that pelnt where one would expect blank
brick walls, as a sule, one gets a hint of a manog
that hos grown old looking down in the sunshine

MRS, CAMERON'S TIOTUSE,

upon & farmal garden of many years ago, In the
Adams house, where It was necessary to place the
kitchen in the front, an the street floor, Mr. Rich-
ardson subordinated that humble apartment, and
at the same time helped his design, by recessing
the window under an arch, just as he recessad the
door alluded to above: and, having done this, he
stretched an fron grille across the entire width of
the arch. No one would suspect the proximity of
the kitehen, and when the location of that room
Is known the recession of the window, with the
presence of the grille brings the whole eomposi-
tlon into harmony.

It i# the harmonious character of the houses of
Washington that makes them Interesting and ar-
tistie, the ¢onstituents of a beautiful ensemble.
To study them one by one is only to come back In
the end 1o a broad sarvey of the whole fine gath=-
ering, and to conclude that they have been held
together by a remarkably cpontaneous and logi-
cal development of architectural art. They do
not {llustrate a style. But over the constructlon
‘m all there seama to have presided a spirit
7 for slmplieity, good taste, @ decorous en-
of the house ns a work of art, com-

ird IV mis. respy
I*h der inig the expression of personal feeling with
first st 3 to standards in vogue among a cultl-
hade b eople, There I8 no siriving for effect,
o T f hers 12 none of the restiessness which belongs
e ‘ e to the domestls architecture of #o many Ameri-
Wil in the fins proportions of wlhiols rec- | can The peovle who bulld houses here
e | enizes an drtistis bullding, an ffhee e il have no weakness for display, and it is impres-
e T | of sustaining Wi “ st hald sim- | glve to realize that aftsr a careful examination
3 - ;"""-' phicity e yoAt of the oity the memory recalls few aggressive
sl prect, but time fa yot o t bulldings, Those few are not characteristie
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% on palnter might envy, The arohitecr | v i it 1 w e 1 minrden P
ngEton e et rueidd (o try for e fMest T . 1 M Mason, with s ’
o1  abundnnt tu N Beslive ¥ |
nil it can be Ttallan ey it A7l ' wit H I tee anid
L i L] i ¥ ha i ] sill ratl it v
L1re L tut at ] t 1
i el as he ot re now, nad by -arid will )
' 1 Mis ‘Wi i3
[ | 1
Y invitation where K is fin ]
nted on Not sat ! 1he-wi f o ) b
Wl othor ths 0 hivw P It W hir
wir for some of his m Lt Thieres | 1 ! !
achlevements, Archlitects elsewhere N ditie | adindrael f \
the same thing, ut never 1o the rame ex4 | af pu Iy ruetd |
Thore s onls house In New-Yaorik, tha ! T %t } ¥
bullt in Madison-wve for D, Thomas, By | This entrafic g o the house badly for
Biruce Price, which relles upon et SOF A | Me Ionrdmae wh nth and 3 st It was
conslderuble pnrt of the mrehitectinrnl effect. IN | gecesvary to arrain t plar wiath i view o
Wishington thers are buy windows past ¢ ! the darlval of sishtors on e devel, wnd thelr
bt ballt of copper, and they make & featur T plion, nftes | wrinps wind conts,
which never falls to give pleasure to the strolie ot lier A 5 this not an easy Lask.
{hrouch the ity One of these bhays s shown I het Bonund ol ti in the passpges
whn pcnyving Hhustrag It 8 the window | 1o &nd fron w il o na, and down or
over the front ertran to the Whittemore | un from the Tt t } nuedn hall and drow-
hougs, The form (s simgple.  The eopper swells | ing-rooms. Tn the § tman house the archls
i in graceful lpes froi the face of the house | tects, Megses, Hor r & Mnprshall, hit upon
anid L= Heh wmented, the tlny elvet-heads | the ldea of placing plrate nireases ut th
helng 1h i pdeuous distiatll in the decara \ J
tion.  But ot the ronder tmagine this mass of "f_"_' |
Meh, dark moetal, glenming sombrely ke hronge, f ‘y: . e 2
| e - S B LY
and set gracefully uaguinst a ] of tawny (W P
Lrirks, with & roof of siate overhanging the ) o E
whole. It will he sgcen at onee thai an ap ‘;,\" Ea.¥
. i [/ 5
parently teiling member of the architect's de- [;a E L% 4 11\"
slgn 18 of consblerable importance tn creating w .. b a:
the beawly of the lutter, There are niany Fuch P
trifleg In Washington. Sametimes, in fact, very
aften, they appear In the shape of & copper
bay thrown out from the first or second story of
a house that may be red or lght brown in s T -
ather portions, but 8 alwiavs made more in | '!- =
/ . . e i
teresting by the mew] addition, Sometimes the -.l"mmtm”uuw@w
tritte will be Just such o Lttle Jantern a3 ds indl P
ented at the slde of the Whittemore entrances, This | REEEE R
wicughl or cast lron decorntion, adorning ”I":
house and serving a oeeful purpose, 18 n [re- — . .
quently recurring feature. It o usual for Wash- | | HOUSE OF MR, 5 G. WARD.
ington  houses to be entered from the sireet With the massive Warder house u stone structurs | The typieal house reveals its artistic merits une

jevel, and the hospliabie entrance, with its two o |

three sieps, 8 mavde the more homelike W Leiiever
1 place has been given to the dainty lamp- |
nolder of lron and gloas

When the Washington entrance s reached it}
= tempting o turn froin drales for o moment
nnd glance at of the Streiking peeulineities |
of struciure which have - Intraduced In the )
clty Rivhardsim was 1y Heible for some of
them, and, by-the-way, It l= mpossible to avold,
apropos of his trapees, n muest Ingratiating
tritte. When a carrvlage drives down the court-

yard ot the Warder house, the ocoupunt allgots |

nt the oidge of a sodded terrace, and has to
wilk Up w path of some teft or twelve Teel
in length before the porch s galped, Richard-
aon Ald not want togpoll the app-argnce uf this
terrave by a styin of flsgeing, o0 he set o s |

pinee a row of ltge, squar Lles, gome inchea
apart from one snothér, as thoush they were
stepping-stones.  They are a lovely old roee now,
and the gras: growing beiween serves to mind-
mize still further the assert!veness of the path.

A CORNERP OF MRS ANDERSON'S HOUSE.

very theeshol L The honse 1 approsched through
an prek iv enough to permit o carvinge to
enter. A wvestibule of wood md ginss s buldlr

Just within the arch, and s pierced by a door
on both sides, = that a pedestrian ean enter, f
necegsney, at the siame time that o earringe 18
drawn up beshle the other entrance, In
house the door glves upon two fHghte of stairs,
gide by slde. To the right ofie may walk up to
the maln hall, on the drawing-room level, To
the left the steps go down to the hasement,
where the dress!mg-rooms are placed. But here

|
i
|
|

the |

of positive grandeur, this stands for the most im-
wf that fasildious style of archi-

nosing phase

testure which
gorles of art v pleasurey

It will hitve bhesn obrerved that
most arthetie tooches n the domestle archltecture
f Washington are those, like the entrance to the
Bonrdman house, which have thelr roots in actual
necds  Life in the capital eity 8 not =0 radieally
different from lfe elsewnere that houses poisess
Invariably marked diferences of pinn, yet here
and there one finds an interesting pecullarity.
For example, the ¢ustom is 10 have all ashes re-
moaved by way of an alley running through every
Bloek, at the backs of the houses. The same cus-
tom previdls In other eltles, notably Chleago, but
in one case o Washington architect, Mr. Bibb,
was not content to have the subordinate portion
of the house he was deslgning left untourhed by
his art. He accepted the hrick fence which hid
the backyard from public view as material sua-
ceptible of decorative treatment. As one passes
the corner on which the house stands, the brick

gome of the

akes the streets of Washington a |

ohtrusively, Just as the tyvpleal painting or statue
declares Itself in a crowded gallery. Happlly,
moreover, Wasnington Is not crowded In Ite
architecture, nor does it seem likely to be for
many years to come, The political Hfe of Amer-
fea is focused hore. Soctal life promises to be
centralized in the same way for a certaln por-
tion of each year ot least, Hut no expansion of
the elty, no matter how great, ean be o rapid
as to make the dominant peonte fn the place for-
getful of the serene traditions wiil-h il the very
alr. Nothing Is dene tn haste, and it s haste,
it ie an Hl-constd sred declelon, that does modern
arcl itecturs most has, Here, when a house
Is deslgned, there s an atmosphere of deltbern-
tion about It from the start. When that atmos-
phere has been absent the work has been bad,
But it Is rarely missed. To estimate with accu.
racy the merits of a oty {t 18 necessary to take it
at its best, and !n the matter of its house archi.
teciure to take Washington at Its best Is to judge
it from the examples which are In the majority,
&/ G



